111 this paper we prove that if R is a ring with unity satisfying [icy -x n y m , x] = 0, for all x,y £ R and fixed integers m > 1, n ^ 1, then R is commutative.
INTRODUCTION
The famous Jacobson theorem [4] that any ring in which for each ring element x there exists a positive integer n = n(x) > 1 such that x n -x is commutative, can be easity generalised as follows: if for each pair of elements in a ring R there exists a positive integer n = n(x,y) > 1 such that (xy) n = xy, then i? is commutative [10] . Thus this class of rings includes the rings which satisfy the following identity:
(*) For all x,y in R there is fixed integer n > 1 such that x n y n = xy.
The object of this note is to investigate the commutativity of the rings satisfying condition (*) which is certainly weaker than the condition (xy)" = xy. In fact we prove rather a more general result: Remark 1. The above theorem is also a generalisation of a theorem of Bell [2, Theorem 5] , for rings with unity if n is assumed to be fixed. Remark 2. It is trivial to see that not both m and n can be equal to 1 in the hypothesis of our theorem.
Remark 3. The ring of 3 x 3 strictly upper triangular matrices over a ring provides an example showing that the existence of unity in the hypothesis of our theorem is essential.
In the remainder of the paper let us denote the centre of the ring R by Z(R) , the commutator ideal by C(R), the set of nilpotent elements by N(R) and the set of all zero divisors in R by N'(R). 
2.
The following results are pertinent in developing the proof of the above theorem. Using the hypothesis of our theorem, we get
By repeated use of (1), we see that for any positive integer p,
x"[x, y] = x'-tx^x, y m ]
and finally, So we assume henceforth that n > 1, and we choose the positive integer q = 2 n + 1 -2 2 .
Then by using (1) 
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